[Osteoimmunology update--from bench to bedside].
The immune and skeletal systems share various molecules including cytokines, signaling molecules, transcription factors and membrane receptors, while immune cells are maintained in the bone marrow, which provides a physiological space for mutual interaction. In rheumatoid arthritis, synovium is the active site for the interplay between the immune and bone cells, the study of which accelerated the interdisciplinary field of osteoimmunology. This emerging field will be of great importance to better understand how antirheumatic drugs work and to develop new therapeutic strategies for rheumatic diseases.